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Many studies have shown that protecting natural areas in
the United States attracts jobs, enhances property values,
and saves billions of dollars in government expenditures.[1]
Nevertheless, Indiana has lost 99.9% of its prairies, 85% of
its wetlands and 80% of its forests.[2]

Land Trusts

Indiana land trusts are working with landowners throughout
the State to reverse the loss of Indiana’s natural areas and
farmland and prevent further loss. Land trusts are nonprofit
organizations with the primary mission of protecting prop-
erty for its natural, recreational, scenic, historical or agricul-
tural values. They are not affiliated with local, state or fed-
eral governments, although they often work cooperatively
with government agencies by managing government owned
land, researching conservation priorities, and assisting in the
development of open space plans.[3]

Land trusts are not a new phenomenon but their numbers
have grown steadily over the years. In 1950, there were just
53 land trusts operating in 26 states.[4] Today, there are
more than 1,600 land trusts in the country, with every state
being served.[5]

Land trusts accomplish their protection mission through: (i)
bequests, donations or purchases of fee simple title; (ii) en-
tering into conservation agreements (also known as conser-
vation easements) which permanently limit the type and
scope of development on a parcel of property; (iii) entering
into stewardship agreements with willing landowners to man-
age their property in a way that preserves or restores natural
values; and (iv) accepting donations of money, “trade land”
(i.e., land with little natural value that a 1and trust can sell to
generate cash to accomplish its mission) or other assets that
are then used to fund protection efforts.[6]

Conservation Agreements

The most popular protection option for landowners is a con-
servation agreement. Between 2000 and 2005, land pro-
tected by land trusts through conservation agreements
doubled to 6.2 million acres.[7] Conservation agreements
can be used to protect many types of land, including farm-
land, wetlands, wildlife habitat, forests, historical and cul-
tural landscapes, scenic views and riparian areas.

A conservation agreement is an agreement between a land-
owner and a land trust that permanently limits certain uses
of a property, or portion thereof, to the extent necessary to

protect the relevant natural or agricultural values of the prop-
erty. The agreement is recorded in the county recorder’s
office of the county in which the property is located and
protects the property in perpetuity. Even though they are
permanent, such agreements offer a great deal of flexibility,
allowing both the landowner and the land trust to achieve
their use and protection goals for a particular property. For
example, if a landowner wishes to continue to maintain live-
stock or hunt and fish on her property, the agreement can
usually provide for this. And while such an agreement does
restrict certain uses of the land in perpetuity, the landowner
continues to own fee simple title and can sell or pass on the
land to her heirs. Pursuant to the agreement, the land trust
undertakes the obligation in perpetuity to ensure that activi-
ties on the land do not violate the terms of the agreement.
To this end, the land trust will typically visit the property
once or twice a year to ensure compliance with the terms of
the agreement.[8] Some land trusts will establish endow-
ments to ensure the long term stewardship of land protected
by such agreements.[9]

A common misconception about conservation agreements
is that they require a landowner to open their land to the
public. This is not true. A landowner can certainly do this if
she wishes but there is no requirement or obligation to do
this under Internal Revenue Service regulations or State law.

Tax Benefits

A landowner can sell a-conservation agreement to a land
trust, but usually they are donated. If the donation benefits
the public by permanently protecting important conserva-
tion values and meets other Internal Revenue Service re-
quirements, it can qualify as a tax-deductible charitable do-
nation.[10] The value of the donation is the difference be-
tween the land’s value before the agreement and its value
after the agreement.[11] Indiana Code Section 32-23-5-8
also requires that property that is subject to a conservation
agreement be assessed and taxed on a basis that reflects the
agreement. So, alandowner may be able to reduce his prop-
erty tax burden by entering into a conservation agreement.

Another important aspect of conservation agreements is that
they can make it easier to pass property on to future genera-
tions. By restricting a property’s development potential, the
agreement decreases its fair market value, which in turn
decreases the amount of estate tax due upon the owner’s
death. A lower estate tax makes it easier for heirs to keep
the property together and in its natural or agricultural state.
If a landowner wants to donate fee simple title to her prop-
erty or sell it at below market value to a land trust, there
may also be income tax benefits available. The amount and
type of tax benefits depends on a variety of factors, includ-
ing the value of the donation and the donor’s income.



More Information

In Indiana, there are several local and regional land trusts
and one state-wide land trust. The state-wide land trust is
The Nature Conservancy, which is based in Indianapolis
but has offices throughout the State. The local/regional land
trusts generally serve one county or several contiguous coun-
ties. A list of local/regional land trusts follows below. You
can also visit http://www.ltanet.org/findlandtrust/
state.tcl?state id=indianal8 for more information about In-
diana land trusts.

ACRES Land Trust

1802 Chapman Road
Huntertown, IN 46748
Phone/Fax: (260) 637-2273
E-Mail: acres @acreslandtrust.org
Website: www.acreslandtrust.org

Red-tail Conservancy, Inc.
PO Box 8

201 E Jackson Street

Muncie, IN 47308-0008
Phone: (765) 288-2587

Fax: (765) 288-2597

E-Mail: redtail2 @att.net
Website: www.fortheland.com

Blue Heron Ministries
Phone: (260) 316-2498

Save the Dunes

444 Barker Road

Michigan City, IN 46360
Phone: (219) 879-3564

Fax: (219) 872-4875
Website: www.saveduneé.org

Buffale Trace Land Trust

PO Box 2

Mount Saint Francis, IN 47146
Phone: (812) 923-8453

Fax: (812)923-3632

Shirley Heinze Land Trust, Inc.
444 Barker Rd

Michigan City, IN 46360-7426
Phone: (219) 879-4725

Fax: (219) 879-4818

E-Mail: land @heinzetrust.org
Website: www.heinzetrust.org

Central Indiana Land Trust, Inc.
324 W Morris St #210
Indianapolis, IN 46225-1496
Phone: (317) 631-5263

Fax: (317) 638-5263

E-Mail: hbacher@cilti.org
Website: www.cilti.org

Steuben County Lakes Council Land Trust
PO Box 830

Angola, IN 46703-0830

Phone: (260) 495-4211

E-Mail: betty-lechepworth@msn.com

CorLands

25 E Washington St., Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602-1805

Phone: (312) 427-4256

Fax: (312) 427-6251

E-Mail: rmegquier@corlands.org
Website: www.corlands.org

Sycamore Land Trust

PO Box 7801

Bloomington, IN 47407-7801

Phone: (812) 336-5382

Fax: (812) 336-5382

E-Mail: info@sycamorelandtrust.org
Website: www.sycamorelandtrust.org

Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy
Clear Lake Town Hall

5950 Gecowets Dr

Fremont, IN 46737-9524

Phone: (260) 495-2392

Fax: (260) 495-2392

E-Mail: office@ClearLake Conservancy.org
Website: www.clearlakeconservancy.org

Sycamore Trails Resource Conservation and
Development Council

1007 Mill Pond Lane, Suite B

Greencastle, IN 46135

Phone: (765) 653-9785

Fax: (765) 653-9455

E-Mail: strcd@sycamoretrails.org

Website: www.sycamoretrails.org

Hoosier Heartland Land Trust
6041 Lakeside Blvd
Indianapolis, IN 46278-1989
Phone: (317) 290-3250

Fax: (317) 290-3150

E-Mail: hhrcd@hhred.org






