~
CENTRAL

INDIANA
LAND TRUST




CENTRAL

INDIANA
LAND TRUST

Preserving the Heartland

Last fall I began reading Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax to my three-year old son. Of course, I had
heard of it and knew the basic plot, but I must confess I cried on the last page with the line
“Grow a forest. Protect it from axes that hack.” A second confession - working in nature
conservation might have given me a different perspective on what it means to protect a forest.

Through your support, CILTI has protected thousands of acres of forest from axes that

hack. But, there is a difference between protecting a forest and protecting a tree. Not every
individual tree in our preserves and conservation easements are protected from the axe. We
do allow sustainable timber harvesting on several of our conservation easements. We take
great consideration to carefully review any timber management plans on easements before any
action is taken. And we simply do not allow clear cuts based on the weak science supporting
them.

In forests owned and managed by CILTI, using the best available science as our guide, we
occasionally thin forests of shade loving species like sugar maples to favor species like oak

as a part of our natural area management. We are also adding prescribed burning to our

box of tools as we work to best manage our preserves. We see plants like dryland blueberry
in preserves starving for light, species that have likely been on the property for hundreds if
not thousands of years and struggling to survive with fire suppression. After successfully
executing our first controlled burn at a planted prairie, as you can read about on page 7, we
are now working on plans to reintroduce fire in oak woodlands forest to release native plants
and be good stewards of the land.

Something that we are very excited about this year is the planting of thousands of trees within
a National Natural Landmark. When the Landmark design was created back in 1973 for
Meltzer Woods in Shelby County, fields along its west side were included with the idea of
planting them with trees. Forty-five years later, we are doing it. What makes this planting
extra special?

During my first visit with Phil Meltzer, he pointed out two enormous white oaks (one of

the old growth species documented at Meltzer Woods in Alton Lindsey’s Natural Areas of
Indiana) and said, “these are the last two, I guess when they are gone we won't have white
oak anymore.” They fell over about 15 years ago, but we are planting 2,500 of them along
with other oaks, hickories, walnuts, redbuds and dogwoods this spring. It is your continued
support, joined with hundreds of other CILTI members, that will forever protect them from
axes that hack.
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Where there’s a will there’s a way...

to make a gift that lasts for conservation in Central Indiana.
By including the Central Indiana Land Trust in your will, your passion for nature serves as a legacy for generations to come.

The Burr Oak Society was established in recognition of CILTIs donors who have created such a legacy. If you have made a
provision for the Central Indiana Land Trust in your will or trust, please let us know so we can include you as a member of
the Burr Oak Society and thank you during your lifetime.

Members of the Burr Oak Society

Anonymous (3) Van Eller* John* and Mary* Pelton
Christine Carlson Sharon Horvath and Andy Pike Ruth Ratcliff*
Joe Collins Tom Hougham and Ann Deutch Reta and Rob Rutledge
Oliver Daugherty* Marjorie Jones Phil G.D. Schaefer
Aron DiBacco Eleanor Krauss* Deb Smith
Rebecca and Thomas Dolan Cheri O'Neill *deceased

If would like more information about including the Land Trust in your plans and becoming a member of the Burr Oak
Society, please contact Rachel at reble@conservingindiana.org or 317-631-5263.
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253 Mule Ridge
- Cservation Easeent |

From time to time, the Central Indiana Land Trust is asked
to comment on environmental issues that aren’t always
directly related to conservation - topics like energy, air
pollution or water pollution. We do not advocate on those
issues and generally reply that we are a nature conservation
organization and work directly on the protection of natural
areas.

But what about when an environmental issue directly
impacts nature conservation? What about wind turbines?
Producing energy from wind is a quickly growing form
of renewable energy in Indiana. Sustainable, renewable
energy is generally a good thing for conserving our land,
but in this case it raises a challenge of how to also sustain
our local populations of bats. Research has shown that bats
can get sucked into the vortex created by wind turbines
and die. It is an unfortunate reality that comes with wind
energy. In the case of Indiana bats, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service determines how much habitat needs to be
protected to offset those potential negative impacts.

This is how we came to protect the 253 acre Mule Ridge Indiana Bat

Mule Ridge CE

Map of Mule Ridge Conservation Easement.
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roost for bats seeking a warm and
protected place to snooze during
the day More inspections were
needed, however, to determine if
the federally endangered species
was there or not. It was.

When we conducted our field work
to document the natural resource
elements on the property, we found
species that are often not prevalent
on our preserves as we typically
work in more mature forests. There
is a cadre of birds that like habitat
that is younger in nature and they
can be found here. Woodcock,
described in the Species Spotlight

Oak-hickory woodland

Conservation Easement in Vermillion County. We received
a call that a wind farm was being constructed and as part
of its permit, habitat for the federally endangered Indiana
bat needed to be protected to offset any potential harm the
wind farm may cause to the species.

The Mule Ridge property was for sale and was a former
ATV riding park. It was 400 acres mixed with open fields
and forests with Raccoon Creek flowing through it. We
were asked to look at the woods to

in this newsletter, burst out of the
leaf litter right before being stepped
on and there is great habitat for
willow flycatcher, orchard oriole, blue-winged warbler and
the giant of the warblers: yellow-breasted chat.

In a relatively short period of time, because of a wind farm
being built, a site that was once home to ATVs screaming
through meadows and woods will be home to frogs,
salamanders, wading birds, chats, bats and 253 acres of
permanently protected habitat.

consider a conservation easement
over it with the understanding that
the open areas would be converted
into wetland habitats to benefit
bats.

Normally, we would like to see the
entire 400 acres grow into a forest
and think beyond that size to get
a forest patch large enough for
forest interior species to thrive. But
Indiana bats are not forest interior
species, they like edge habitat and
the mix of forests, wetlands and a
corridor created by Raccoon Creek
seemed like a perfect scenario here.

Ourinspectionnoted that the forests
were a mix of young and mature
average to better than average
patches that looked perfect for
Indiana bats with a preponderance
of shagbark hickory. The peeling
bark of this cool tree is a favored

Limestone ledge along Racoon Creek at Mule Ridge.
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' Species Spotlight:
American Woodcock

A e

Imagine walking through the woods or an open field on a
spring evening enjoying the quiet subtleness spring has to of-
fer. Your feelings of content and bliss are interrupted when
out of the blue, you're completely alarmed by a critter flying
up off the ground causing commotion all around. What in the
world was that?!

Otherwise known as a timberdoodle, Labrador twister, night
partridge, or bog sucker, the American woodcock, Scolopax
minor; is a sign of spring. In fact, even with a snowy start
here in Central Indiana, there were many sightings earlier this
year. The American woodcock is a shorebird with a long bill
but unlike its relatives, it lives in young forests and shrubby
fields across North America. It is a small, squatty bird with
brown mottling that helps it conceal itself on the ground in
leaf litter. These birds are generally very enigmatic with their
camouflage plumage - except in the springtime. Not only will
the birds quickly flush if stumbled upon, but males also dis-
play a very flashy aerial display for females while making loud
‘peenting’ calls for the females. The male will first give a loud,
nasally peent call from the ground then he will fly in an up-
ward spiral in the air. The birds can fly 200-350 feet in the sky
and they will then make a zigzag descent downward usually
landing close to a female where he continues his courtship
display. Their sky dancing during breeding season generally
occurs in forest openings or fields.

American woodcocks feed primarily on earthworms and oth-
er invertebrates found in the soil. With their long bills, they
can probe the soil to forage. Often, you will see woodcocks
rocking back and forth as they forage, shifting their weight
from foot to foot. It is thought that the vibrations from this
movement cause earthworms to move in the ground allowing
the woodcock to hear the sounds.

These birds are on a conservation watch list with slow de-
clines from the 1960s. Although woodcocks are one of the
few shorebirds still hunted, hunting pressure has declined
over the years and it has not been shown to have large-scale
population trends on the bird. The primary concern with de-
cline is most likely due to natural forest succession and hab-
itat loss caused by development. CILTI owns and manages
several nature preserves in Central Indiana where American
woodcock’s are present. We work hard to protect these areas
and reduce fragmentation and habitat loss to allow animals
like these birds to thrive.

A visit to one of our nature preserves on a warm spring or
summer night may reward you with a charmed sighting of

these delightful birds.

Thank you for the
following tributes

In honor of...

Rose Chapman
Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Josh Christie

Anna Christie-Carnicella

John and Pat Cornwall

Diane Stothard

Curt DeVoe
Steve and Mary DeVoe

Jane Diedrich

Steve and Elizabeth Mueller

Cathleen Donnelly

Lamont Hulse

Connie Douglas
Sue Hirschman

Nathan Gillette
Kia Gillette

Priscilla Johnson
Lynne Coverdale

Tom and Priscilla Johnson
Matt and Nita Orth

PK Partners
Context, LLC
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Dickey; Kathy and
Jerry Hallett;

Beth and Keith Freeman;

John and Anne Harcourt
Marion Harcourt

In memory of...

Bill Brink

Lynne E. Arrowsmith

Robin Charles Buttrum

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Lois “Suzi” Davis

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Jane Franzg
William and Janet Wagner

Grossie Smith Glover
Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Julia Inman
Ellen Hopkins

Ray J. Jones

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Howard Kahlenbeck, Jr.

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Nonie Krauss
John Krauss and Marnie Maxwell

David Lakin

Catherine Lakin

Lucas D. Logan

Gavin Stephens

Barbara McDowell

John Goodman and Sarah Kunz

Harold McReynolds
Jim Gammon

Donovan Miller
Barbara Miller

Shawndra Miller

Shirley Proctor

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Tom Puett

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Bill Rigsby

Dick and Carole Darst

Ethan Runnels

James E. Runnels

Ruth Ann Wade

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Merl Willen

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Cary Stafford Wynne

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

John Wynne

Thomas and Priscilla Johnson

Ann, Rainer and
Arthur Zangerl

Carl Zangerl
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News from the Field: CILTI conducts first controlled burn

It was with great excitement that we
directed our first controlled burn- ever
—in 2017. Our Nonie Werbe Krauss
preserve located at 116th and Eller
Rd. in Fishers, was the site select-
ed. We contracted Davey Resource
Group, a division of Davey Tree Ex-
pert Company to lead the burn. This
property, formerly known as the Wa-
pihani Nature Preserve makes up 77
acres total and is located along White
River.

In 2008, 19,000 tree seedlings were
planted in bottomland forest on a

portion of the property and the other
portion of the property was planted
in mixed prairie grasses and forbs to feature a restored
prairie. Species found within the prairie include: prai-
rie grasses, prairie dock, milkweed, monarch butterflies,
sedge wren, grasshopper sparrow, and American wood-
cock. Tree islands, including mostly burr oak were also
planted. The prairie is being managed to develop into an
oak savanna over the next several decades.

The 27 acres of prairie on the property were the focus
of the prescribed burn to help achieve our management
goals including habitat restoration, control invasive spe-
cies — particularly thousands of pear trees, and benefit
wildlife. Fire is a natural process in natural areas and

because uncontrolled burns rarely occur in Indiana, it is
necessary to plan controlled burns to ensure ecosystems
thrive. Fire is an excellent, natural management tool and
can greatly benefit the land by helping to control invasive
species. Generally, invasive species are intolerant of fire
and will either die back or become stunted in growth.

The burr oaks planted in the prairie are very fire resistant
as they thrive on fire and therefore are the principle tree
in an oak savanna.

The controlled burn took place in December with ev-
erything going as planned and we are excited to see the
results this summer as the prairie blooms providing im-
proved habitat for our native plants and animals.

BOUNDARY
Everything is Protected
3176315263

losed envelope or by making a gift online at www.conservingindiana.org.
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Year In Review - 2017

Thanks to your support in 2017 CILTI:

* Protected Mule Ridge - 253 acres of * Approved a new strategic plan to guide CILTI
conservation easement in Vermilion Co. through 2020.

e Completed phase two of White River * Accelerated our stewardship efforts with
Bluffs for a total of 9 acres protected in strategies like our first ever controlled burn
Indianapolis. at the Nonie Werbe Krauss Preserve and

« Received a grant from the Nina Mason contracting professional staff to successfully

Pulliam trust for $645,000 for White River control invasive plants amplifying our staff
projects including Oliver's Woods.

140

Volunteers

500 hours to work to
improve and maintain
the lands we protect

140 volunteers
contributed
theirtime

Revenue Total value
$992,341 Seliiy
rotected
-VS.- P

Over 5,000 acres
$19 983 402 of land protected to
Expenses ) )

benefit plants and
$500,579

animals and allow
Hoosiers to experience
the wonder of nature

Nature
Preserves 5}000

Acres

CILTI owns or manages
24 Nature Preserves
across Central Indiana '
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[Thank You 2017 Donors

We are pleased to thank the following donors who generously supported conservation right
here in Central Indiana with their support of the Central Indiana Land Trust during fiscal
year 2017 (January 1 — December 31, 2017).

il s e TR ap— i i b it . e,

State Employees’ Community Campaign
Samuel B. Sutphin and Kerry Dinneen
Houston Swenson

United Way of Central Indiana

Richard and Susan Van Frank

Karen and Mike Wade

Drew White

Resort Condominiums International, LLC

Sponsor ($1,000 - $2,499)

Robert Baker and Jennie Beth

Leonard and Kathryn Betley

Mark and Shelley Blakely

Deborah and Jeffrey Christie

Joshua and Erica Christie

Duke Energy Foundation

Bill and Jane DuMond

Eco Logic

Eleanor F Bookwalter Charitable Lead Trust

Conserver ($7,500+)

Anonymous (3)

Nancy and Jim Carpenter
Central Indiana Community Foundation

Partner ($500 - $999)

Anonymous

Efroymson Family Fund, a CICF Fund
Frenzel Family Charitable Lead Trust
Charles Grahn

Holladay Properties

David and Kara Benson

Mrs. Carolyn Black

Heather Bobich

Cliff and Carrie Chapman
Craig and Ginger Chapman
Lance Cline and Sue Nonweiler

The Louis S. Hensley, Jr. Family Foundation
Inc.
Robert R. and Gayle T. Meyer Family Fund,

a fund of Central Indiana Community
Foundation

Nina Mason Pulliam
Charitable Trust

Herbert Simon Family
Foundation

Steve and Catherine Simon

The Nature Conservancy

Steward
($5,000 - $7,499)

Blue River Community
Foundation

David and Cheri Hood

Thomas and Priscilla
Johnson

Keller and Keller LLC

Randall Juergensen and
Tony Warmus

Shelby County Auditor

Michael Surak

Rhonda and Kevin Waltz

Advocate ($2,500 - $4,999)

Anonymous (2)

Betley Foundation, Inc.

Thomas Betley

Jon and Rachel Black

Curt and Lynn DeVoe

Kristin G. Fruehwald

Barbara & Irvin Goldblatt

Honda Manufacturing of Indiana

Land Trust Alliance

Brian and Michelle Muckerheide

Nicholas H. Noyes, Jr. Memorial
Foundation, Inc.

NP Meridian, LLC

George and Madelyn Peregrim

Fidelity Charitable

Griffith Family Foundation
Edward and Elizabeth Frazier
Schwab Charitable Fund

Lee Goss

C. Perry Griffith Jr

Tom Hulvershorn

Ice Miller LLP

Johnson County Community Foundation
John Keeler

Michael and Pegg Kennedy

Carol and Robert Kortman

John Krauss and Marnie Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Maurath
Joe McCurdy

Steve and Elizabeth Mueller
Peter Racher and Sarah Binford
Judith Reasoner

Nick Runnebohm

Charles Schwab Foundation

K

Nick and Rachel Eble
John Hamilton

Hanover College

Ted Harris

Joseph and Ellen Hawkins
Meredith T. and Kathleen Hull
Indiana Humanities
Kenneth and Krisztina Inskeep
Lori Kaplan

Kevin McKelvey

Richard Miller

Grace and Scott Norris
John and Linda Norton
Evaline H. Rhodehamel
Mark and Becky Ristow
Joel Samson

Phil G.D. Schaefer

Jenny and Charles Schalliol

Philip Schlanger and Natalie Cline
Mary Bookwalter and Jeff Stant
Carl Zangerl

Friend ($250 - $499)

Anonymous

Kenneth Almon

Susan and Andrew Appel

Bill and Kathy Armstrong

Jeff Barnd

Lisa Benjamin

Jeff and Doris Davenport

Robert Decker

Steve and Mary DeVoe

Cathleen E Donnelly and Lamont Hulse
Christopher Douglas and Tom Korecki
Dean Felker

David E. Forsell
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Hancock County Community Foundation
Judy Gripp

C. Ronald and Tonekka Hall
Kathleen Hartman

Judith Houser

Ralph and Betty Jersild

Diana Kemper

Charles Lakin

Carl Lindell

Lilly Volunteer Grants Program
Sarah McConnell and Tim Riffle
Philip Meltzer

Sheri Molnar

Steven Morris

David and Elvera Muckerheide
Robert and Carla Naum

John and Heather Pankhurst
Deborah and Randy Patrick

David Daniell

Dick and Carole Darst

Denyse and Allen Thorpe

Dayton Foundation Depository, INC.
David and Barbara Duncan

Kevin Etter

Lane and Mary Ferree

Wendy Ford

Jeanette Frazier and Elcira Villarreal
Betsy K. Friedenberg

Jim Gammon

Kia Gillette

John Goodman and Sarah Kunz
John Goss

Andrew Hahn

Steve and Donna Haines

William and Irene Hamaker

Stacy Cachules and Matt Kleinert
Richard and Anne Kohler
Peter ] Kuhns
Catherine Lakin
Thomas Laycock
Glenn and Jim Livers
Debra L. McConnaha and Kirk A. Mackay
Mary and Bill McDonald
John S. McDonnell
Brett D McKamey
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas McSoley M.D.
Barbara Miller
David C. Murray
Paul & Sarah Nahmias
Mark and Joyce Newland
Wayne and Polly Nicely
John and Martha Jean Nusbaum
Oak Heritage Conservancy

Richard and Dee Ann Peine
Reta and Robert Rutledge
Bill and Lou Stanley
Thomas and Doris Stump

John Sumner and Rebecca
Lomax-Sumner

John and Jen Thomas

Lawrence and Nancy Van
Arendonk

Cheryl Wilfong

Sara Zeckel

Mark and Sally Zelonis

Robina M. Zink Family
Charitable Fund

Supporting Member
($100 - $249)

Anonymous (8)

Tom and Jeanie Adair

James Mikael Armstrong

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Arnold
Brian and Jennifer Atkinson
John Bacone

William G. Batt

Rick and Maryellen Bein
Michael and Linda Bishop
Suzanne Brown Blakeman
Sandy Bowen-Lehnen and Rob Lehnen
Daniel and Traci Bray

John and Catherine L. Bridge
Chuck and Kathy Brinkman
Fred J. and Marilyn C. Bryant
Timothy and Melissa Calahan
Christine N. Carlson

Lee and Pat Casebere

Grace Chimples

Benjamin and Caitlin Church
Robert and Sue Ellen Collins
Keith and Cindy Condon
Larry and Kay Conrad

Bryan and Leslie Hanson
Marion Harcourt

Dr. Alice Long Heikens
Hendricks County Comm Foundation
Dan and Beth Henkel

Sue Hirschman

Janet M. Hock

Tom and Kathy Hohman
Frank and Bette Holland
Thomas Hollowell

Michael Homoya

Thomas and Linda Huser
IBM International Foundation

Indiana Forestry and Woodland Owners
Association

Barbara and Paul Jablonski

Ellen M. Jacquart and Henry H. Huffman
Stephen and Anne Jay

Edward Johnson

Judy and Gary Kawalek

James Kincannon

Jesse L. Kirkham

Stecy Ober

Matt and Nita Orth

Greg and Clare Oskay

Steve Paddack

Dallas & Pamela Peak
Dolores Anne Pieper

David and Kathleen Prechtel
Walt and Marilyn Prouty
William T. Rosenbaum and Mimi
Brittingham

James E. Runnels

Robert and Susan Rush
David and Jane Savage

Alice and Robert Schloss

Mr. M. J. Schuetz, Jr. and Mrs.
Caryl Ann Schuetz

Christina and John Scofield

Ms. Janet Hollis and Mr. Ronald
Selby

Carolyn Sharp
Shelbyville Rotary Club
Amy MacDonell and Randy Shepard
James and Ruth Simmons
Dave and Patty Simon
Jerrold Simon

Sara Jane Slater

Brian and Carla Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Will Snyder
Sara and Jerry Steckbeck
Judith Holt Sutton

Sally Swan

Jim Swinford

Marla and Mark Tasch
Thomas D. Thibault
Robert Thomas

Steve Tuchman

Doug and Janet Valmore
Steve Van Zant

Frederic Vanbastelaer
William and Janet Wagner
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Rosalind Webb, MD

Jerry and Julie Williams
Julianne Larson Wingate
D. R. Winkler

Roger and Cindy Woodruff
Paul Alan Zeller

Introductory Member
($25 - $99)

Sue Arnold

Lynne E. Arrowsmith
Eleanor Bachmann

Barbara A. Baker

Sharon Barclay

John and Martha Bartlow
Raymond and Mary Benson
Don and Ginger Bievenour
Sue Ann Blessing

John and Beverly Bonsett
Nancy Campbell

Stephen and Sharon
Cavanaugh

Rob Caylor

Mr. John Chapin

Victor Childers

Joe Collins

Lynne Coverdale

Linda & Bob Daming

Angelo Dattilo

Robert C. Degitz

Jane Diedrich

Rebecca and Thomas Dolan

Mary Wollitz-Dooley

Scott and Jamie Douglas

Evelyn and Steve Duncan

Jay and Willadean Duncan

Ann Eich

Elaine and Joe

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A.
Enkema

Ronda Fischer

Martha Fox

Nancy Frass

Burke Geene

James and Becky Gillenwater
Give-N-Take Garden Club
Spencer Goehl

Karen and Richard Gotshall
Dan and Susan Griggs

Othmar and Libby Grueninger

Janice Gustaferro

Mike and Andrea Habeck
Kathleen Therese Hagan
Jordin Hajek

Marianne Hanson

Peggy Harlan

Harry and Cherie Kuhn
Ms. Angela Herrmann

Ben Hess
Ellen Hopkins
Jim Horton

Leslie Bishop and Jeff Hyman

Ruth Ann Ingraham

Rosemarie Jeffery
Tina L. Jenkins
Casey Jones

Becky Keesling
James Keith

Pam Kienitz

Tim and Judy King

Robert Kirk

Penny Landrigan
Howard Lewis

Pat and Jim Life

Robert Lockhart

Julia and Mark Lowe
Robin MacDonald
Chris and Carol Maher
Jim and Susie Makosky
Sam Marcello

Marsha and Leo Burkhardt

Kerry May

Shawndra Miller

Gayle Moore

Leah Nahmias

David Brett Neff

David Niederhaus

Tim and Ann Niednagel
Debra OBrien

Donna Ormiston

Edith Overlease

Sherrie Owens

Vince Pavlicek and Susan Cook
Robert B. Pfeifer

Trudy Pierce

Sharon Horvath and Andrew Pike
Irwin and Eileen Prince
Dr. and Mrs. George E Rapp
Barbara Chisum Rawls
Susan E Reed

Stacey Roesch

Laurie Rolston

Karen Rose

Neal Sanders

Stephanie Schuck

Samuel R. Schwartz

Perry and Lisa Scott

Mike Sechrist

Ralph Spaeth

Nancy M. Stark

Jane Stegemiller

Gavin Stephens

Diane Stothard

Ann Strong

Jesse Switzer

Mark Thornburg

Dennis and Rebecca Tibbetts
Nancy and George Tikijian
Scott Timmons

William Titus

Ted and Sue Ulrich

Jo Vickers

Laurie Voss

Ken and Lynn Wakefield
Keith and Angelina Walls
Max Ward

Ray Wetnight

David and Mary Ann Wietbrock
Dave and Swathi Williams
Eric and Cynthia Williams
Adam and Alison Wilson
Betsy and George Wilson
Robert Wisneski

Joanna Woodruff

James Yarber

Susan Zellers

Every effort has been made to ensure this list is as accurate as possible. Please contact Rachel
at reble@conservingindiana.org to report any changes or corrections.
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Thanks to our Newsletter Sponsor

Keller€s Keller...



